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showed that he had no resentment by asking me to dine
with him, which I cheerfully did, and became acquainted
with Ms estimable daughters, the descendants of an old
Episcopalian and non-juror family. During those excit-
ing times, while I spoke strongly against the enslaving of
the Church, I took care never to say a disrespectful word
against a master in the presence of his servant, or of a
landlord on the land of his tenants.

Within two or three miles west of Menmuir there was
a case of peculiar hardship. The Established Church
minister had contracted debt. His creditors, anxious to
get payment from his stipend, would not allow him to
resign. He remained in his charge, fretting like a
chained dog, ever denouncing the Established Church
and praising the Free Church. I called on him, but had
little to say to soothe him. With his consent I visited
among his people, and a number of them joined the
Menmuir Free Church. Busy man as I was otherwise, I
visited from house to house through all that district.

In the parishes I have named I had a part in forming
the congregations, and in building the churches. There
were other places which I had to visit, and for which I
had to provide supplies of preachers, which was no easy
work. These were Laurencekirk, Fordoun, Drumlithy,
Stonehaven. I kept a horse, and at times rode thirty
miles, and preached two or three times in one day. I
preached where I could get a roof to cover me, at times in
the open air, once or twice in a village ball-room. It was
very stimulating to ride along in the consciousness that i
was promoting a good cause, through the rich valley of the
Mearns, with the huge Grampians above me, and to meet
the fanners and shopkeepers, with their servants, male-
